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an article entitled * Some Questions of Principle in
University Education \ most of which might have come
from the pen of an enlightened British Vice-Chancellor.1
Galkin points out that it is precisely the 6 unity between
educational and research work which distinguishes uni-
versities from other higher educational institutions. . . .
The university is a sort of organic combination of a school
and research institution.' He points out that the curricula
are overburdened with subjects and that there is far too
much differentiation: in the history department of Moscow
University, for instance, there are no less than four slightly
different courses on the history of the U.S.S.R. Galkin
asks for some variation of syllabus among universities, so
that a university is not obliged to follow the standard
syllabuses prescribed for all universities, but can develop
along its own lines. And he makes two interesting suggestions
about the staff. He thinks that members of the teaching
staff should be freed from all teaching work every sixth
year, to devote themselves to research for a year; and he
thinks that no chair should be held by the same person for
more than eight years running.

These views of Galkin are not mere speech-day flatulence.
The whole atmosphere of Moscow University is consistent
with these views of his. The ideals are still remote. But
ideals they certainly are. This unexpected inconsistency
between the university and other Soviet institutions is part
of the all-pervading paradox of Russian life. Authors like
A. S. Nash, who try, without the skill of Procrustes, to fit
the Soviet university into the Communist bed, do a great
disservice to the student of Russian affairs.2 In fact the
Soviet university does not fit: and therein lies one of the
hopes for the future of Russia.

1  Vestmk Vysshei Shkoly, No. 2, August 1945.

2  A. S. Nash.   The University and the Modern World.   London,
1945.   Mr. Nash is obviously innocent of any knowledge, first, second,
or third hand, of Soviet universities.   Nevertheless his views have,a
somewhat pontifical air, which might make them credible.